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safer?

A report card
on the war on
terror.

By DAvID COLE AND JULES LOBEL

E HAVE more
than six years
of experience
with the Bush
administra-
tion’s war on
terror, and

there has not been another terrorist

attack on U.S. soil. But can the admin-

istration take credit for that? Here’s a

report card on what the administra-

tion’s counter-terrorism strategy has
achieved, and what it has cost. The
figures are drawn from official govern-
ment sources, reliable news accounts,
institutional reports and our own con-
tinuing review of data.

Davip COLE, a professor at Georgetown
University Law Center, and JULES
LOBEL, a professor at the University of
Pittsburgh Law School, are the authors
of “Less Safe, Less Free: Why America
is Losing the War on Terror.”
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Guantanamo
and ‘Black Sites’

Number of people detained at Guantanamo

since Jan. 2002 12 oo 775
Number of detainees released *° ... 470
Number of detainees tried for any

CHIMES =7 e 0

Number of people estimated to have been
detained in CIA “black sites” — secret pris-
ons outside the U.S. 12 oo >100

Number of those detained who have been
charged or convicted of any crime 16 V]
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At Home

Number of “terrorism or terrorism-re-
lated” convictions and guilty pleas (with
an international connection) claimed by
the Justice Department as of June

2006 .o 261

Number of those cases actually involving
attempted terrorist activity " ..o
Minimum number of foreign nationals
preventively detained in anti-terrorism
initiatives in the U.S. in the first two years
after /11 % oo 5,191

Number of those convicted of terrorist
crimes today

Number of U.S. foreign residents who
complied with domestic registration
program targeting immigrants from Arab
and Muslim countries 7 ........o...... 83,519

Number of those convicted of terrorist
crimes today

Number of foreign nationals the Justice
Department claims to have deported

in connection with 9/11

investigations

Number of those deemed to be connected

tOTerrorism =~ 0
Number of Al Qaeda cells discovered in
the U.S. since 9/11 Moo (]
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terrorism-related” convictions or pleas involved
no terrorism charges, only such crimes as making
false statements, immigration violations or credit
card fraud. Most convictions or pleas that did
involve terrorism charges are for providing
“material support” to a group labeled terrorist,
not for engaging in or even conspiring to engage
in terrorist activity.
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7. Department of Homeland Security fact sheet,

“Changes to National Security Entry/Exit Regis-
tration System (NSEERS),” Dec. 1, 2003.
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www.aila.org/content/default.aspx?docid=16686.
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with a “terrorist-related” offense.

Department of Justice “Counterterrorism White
Paper,” June 22, 2006. Our review of all terrorism
convictions identified in the white paper found
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registration, according to government criteria.

9. Department of Justice,
www.lifeandliberty.gov/subs/a_terr.htm.
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the U.S. Department of Justice, “Counterterror-
ism White Paper,” June 22, 2006. Includes no
mention of Al Qaeda cells found in the U.S.

Our research shows no record of the discovery of an
Al Qaeda cell in the U.S. since June 2006.

12, 13. Department of Defense news release, Nov. 9,
2007. www.defenselink.mil/releases
/release.aspx?releaseid=11477.

14. Although the government has established
military tribunals to try detainees, because of
continuing legal questions concerning the pro-
ceedings, no one has been successfully tried for
any crime. One detainee, David Hicks, an Austral-
ian citizen, pleaded guilty to providing material
support to a terrorist group, in return for being
released to Australia.

15. Dana Priest, “CIA Holds Terror Suspects in
Secret Prisons,” Washington Post, Nov. 2, 2005.
Reported “contours” of the CIA “black site”
detention program based on “current and former
U.S. intelligence officials and foreign sources.”

16. In a speech on Sept. 6, 2006, President Bush
announced that 14 of the “black site” detainees
had been transferred to Guantanamo to face
justice via military tribunals; so far none has been
charged with any crime.



