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What we have done 

What should we do? 

Help for planning a 
dissertation boot camp 



At the GCC, we provide support to any 

student at any level for any class 

Communication 

Written Visual Oral 



We have had over 150 graduate 

tutoring appointments this semester 



We are experimenting with email tutoring 



Our workshops were attended by 120 

graduate students 

• Preparing grant proposals 

• Writing a literature review* 

• Writing about data 

 

• Designing scientific posters 

• Effective PowerPoint presentations 

 

• Gender and communication* 
 

* through graduate studies 

visual 

written 

oral 



We have also given workshops in specific 

classes and departments  

• Statistics 

• Chemical Engineering 

• ICES 



FUTURE PLANS 



We are planning two dissertation “boot 

camps” this May 

• Technology and science  (May 20-23) 

• Humanities, art, and qualitative research 

(May 28-31) 
 



We would like your help and input 

• Showing how your work is new 

• Writing an abstract (one page; one paragraph) 

• Making technical and scientific writing comprehensible 

  

• Presenting data 

• Presenting your work (job talks; conference presentations) 

  

• Writing a literature review 

• Using citation management software* 

• Time management & motivation* 

 

• Communicating with your thesis advisor and your committee* 

• How to manage and archive your data** 

• Vocabulary strategies for non-native English speakers 

 



http://www.cmu.edu/gcc 
 

http://www.cmu.edu/gcc

