BY THE RIVERS OF BABYLON
By the rivers of babylon

Where he sat down

And there he went

When he remebered zion.

For the wicked, carry us away

Captivity require from us a song

How can we sing king alphas song in a strange land? 

So let the words of our mouth

And the meditations of our hearts

Be acceptable in thy sight

Over i

By the rivers of babylyon

Where he sat down

And there he went

When he remebered zion.

For the wicked, carry us away

Captivity require from us a song

How can we sing king alphas song in a strange land?
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"Rivers of Babylon" is a spiritual song penned by the late Brent Dowe and Trevor McNaughton of the Melodians. It is based on the Biblical hymn Psalm 137 (from the King James Version). Psalm 137 is a hymn expressing the yearnings of the Jewish people in exile following the Babylonian conquest of Jerusalem in 586 BC. The rivers of Babylon are the Euphrates river, its tributaries, and the Chebar river. The song also has words from Psalm 19:14.

NFTY, the youth group of the Union for Reform Judaism, uses the song in its songbook. This means that the song can be substituted for the actual prayer, which in Hebrew is called "Y'hiyu L'ratzon".

The Unitarian Universalist Association has included the song in their supplimental hymnal Singing the Journey (Hymn #1042) [1].

The most popular version of the song is by Boney M in 1978, which was released as a single and stayed at the #1 position in the UK for 5 weeks. In the UK, that version sold over 1,985,000 copies, making the single officially 3x platinum. Other popular versions have been performed by the Melodians, Sublime, Snuff, Steve Earle, Yabby You and Sweet Honey in the Rock.

Babylon represents the philosophical materialist's (see materialism) view of the world, an independent reality, not necessarily a specific historical place or time but a reference to cultures spawned out of materialist domination and conditioned mental slavery.

The rememberance of Zion is the emerging philosophical idealist's (see idealism) view of the world, a reality dependent on the observer, and represents the breaking of conditioned mental slavery and delving into the limitless possibilities that follow.

This thought is reflected in Buddhism, quantum physics and the movie "The Matrix

RIVERS OF BABYLON by The Melodians 
(B. Dowe - F. McHaughton, adapted from Psalm 137:1) 
By the rivers of Babylon 
Where we sat down 
And there we wept 
When we remembered Zion 

But the wicked carried us away in captivity 
Required from us a song 
How can we sing King Alfa song 
In a strange land 
Cause the wicked carried us away in captivity 
Required from us a song 
How can we sing King Alfa song 
In a strange land 

Sing it out loud 
Sing a song of freedom sister 
Sing a song of freedom brother 
We gotta sing and shout it 
We gotta talk and shout it 
Shout the song of freedom now 

So let the words of our mouth 
And the meditation of our heart 
Be acceptable in Thy sight 
Over I 
So let the words of our mouth 
And the meditation of our heart 
Be acceptable in Thy sight 
Over I 

Sing it again 
We've got to sing it together 
Everyone of us together 

By the rivers of Babylon... 

(Original lyrics from the 1972 album sleeve of "The Harder They Come" o.s.t. ) 
by Don Julian 
  

Rivers Of Babylon

Bob Marley
A-----2-2-3
E---3-3---- < after that riff play G major (listen to song for the rythem, repeat once)

A---2-2-3-3-2-- < after this riff play D major, listen for rythem

A---0-0-2-2-0 < after this riff play G to the same rythem
[G]By the rivers of babylon 

[G]Where he sat down 

[G]And there he [D]went 

[D]When he remembered [G]Zion 

[G]Over the wicked, carry us away 

[G]captivity [C]requirs from us a [G]song 

[G]how can we sing kind alpha's song in a [D]strange [G]land 

[G]so let the words of our [D]mouth 

[D]and the medi[G]tations of our [D]heart 

[D]be except[G]able in thy [D]sight (strum D and then pause) 

over [G]I (do not play anything at "over" and resume playing at "I") 

END +--------------------------------------------------------------------------+

